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 MEMORANDUM AND ORDER 

This matter is before the Professional Standards and Practices 

Commission (”Commission”) upon the Department of Education’s (“Department”) Motion 

for Summary Judgment, which seeks the revocation of Respondent’s teaching 

certificate.  Initially, the Department filed a Notice of Charges against Respondent on 

May 3, 2000, alleging that the Respondent had been convicted of Harassment. 

In its Motion for Summary Judgment, filed simultaneously with the Notice 

of Charges, the Department requests the Commission to immediately revoke 

Respondent’s Instructional I teaching certificate endorsed in the area of General 

Science pursuant to section 5(a)(11) of the Teacher Certification Law, 24 P.S. 

§2070.5(a)(11).  Section 5(a)(11) of the Teacher Certification Law requires the 

Commission to direct the Department to revoke the certificate of a professional educator 

convicted of a crime or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude whenever a certified 

copy of the verdict, judgment or sentence of court is filed with the Commission.  24 P.S. 

§2070.5(a)(11).      



In support of its Motion, the Department attached certified copies of the pertinent 

court documents reflecting Respondent’s conviction.  Respondent, having been served 

by certified mail with the Notice of Charges and the Motion for Summary Judgment, 

failed to respond to either pleading.  Accordingly, the facts alleged in the Notice of 

Charges are deemed admitted.  22 Pa. Code §233.13(e)(1)(iii); 1 Pa. Code §35.28.    

At the hearing held on November 13, 2000, the Department made an oral Motion 

to Withdraw its Motion for Summary Judgment based on the Commission’s earlier 

decision that the crime of Harassment was not considered to constitute moral turpitude 

per se.   In accordance with the Commission’s decision and in consideration of the 

Department’s Motion to Withdraw its Motion for Summary Judgment, we enter the 

following: 



 ORDER 
 

AND NOW, this       day of November, 2000, upon consideration of the 
Department of Education’s Motion to Withdraw its Motion for Summary Judgment, it is 
hereby ORDERED that the Motion for Summary Judgment is WITHDRAWN.   The 
Notice of Charges filed against Respondent Ernest Michael is not affected by this order. 
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