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 COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
 PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMISSION 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, : 

Petitioner, : 
 : 
 : 

v. : PSPC DOCKET NO. DI-00-29 
 : 
 : 
STEVEN OLK, : 

Respondent. : 
 
 
 MEMORANDUM AND ORDER 
 

This matter is before the Professional Standards and Practices Commission 

(“Commission”) upon the Department of Education’s (“Department”) Motion for Entry of 

Order, which seeks implementation of the Settlement Agreement entered into by the 

Department and the Respondent.  In addition, the Department simultaneously filed a 

Motion to Withdraw Exceptions previously filed in this action. 

The Department initiated disciplinary proceedings against Respondent with the 

filing of a Notice of Charges on or about September 20, 2000.   In the Notice of Charge, 

the Department sought discipline against Respondent’s Instructional II teaching 

certificate endorsed in the areas of Accounting and Marketing on the grounds of 

immorality, intemperance and cruelty. Specifically, the Department alleged that the 

Respondent made sexually inappropriate comments to his students while serving as a 

high school teacher in the Philadelphia School District during the 1993-94 school year.   

Subsequent to Respondent’s Answer to the Notice of Charges, the parties 

entered into a Settlement Agreement whereby Respondent, who is no longer engaged 
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in the teaching profession, agreed to a three year suspension of his teaching certificate 

during the period of July 1, 1999, through June 30, 2002. The Department urges the 

Commission to accept the Settlement Agreement as a fair resolution of the matter. After 

careful consideration of the record, including the Department’s Motion for Entry of Order 

and the Settlement Agreement, the Commission has decided to grant the Motions and, 

accordingly, enters the following: 



 

 ORDER 

AND NOW, this _3rd__ day of December, 2001, upon consideration of the 
Motion for Entry of Order and Motion to Withdraw Exceptions filed by the Department of 
Education, it is hereby ORDERED that the Motion for Entry of Order and the Motion to 
Withdraw Exceptions are GRANTED and the Department of Education is DIRECTED to 
SUSPEND the teaching certificate of Steven Olk for a period of three years to run from 
July 1, 1999, through June 30, 2002. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND 
PRACTICES COMMISSION 

 
 
 

By: __________________________ 
Richard D. Hupper 
Chairperson 

 
 
 

      Attest: __________________________ 
Carolyn Angelo 
Executive Director 
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